The acentriolar state of the Drosophila cell lines 1182.
A Drosophila melanogaster cell line devoid of centrioles has been recently described. In order to achieve an easier characterization of these acentriolar cells, we used the monoclonal antibody Bx 63 of M. Frasch which recognizes the Drosophila centrosome. Although centrosomes are detected at every mitotic pole in Drosophila cells with centrioles, no such structure has been observed in 1182-4 acentriolar cells. The antigenic material is, however, present in these cells. Moreover, we noticed a certain proportion of acentriolar cells in 4 other 1182 lines. The lack of centrioles previously found only in the 1182-4 cells seems therefore not accidental and should be linked to their particular origin.